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Danger Level 2 - Moderate

AM:
Treeline

Tendency: Increasing avalanche danger 
on Thursday 25 01 2024

Wind slab

Treeline

Snowpack stability: fair 

Frequency: some 

Avalanche size: medium 

PM: Tendency: Increasing avalanche danger 
on Thursday 25 01 2024

Wind slab

Treeline

Snowpack stability: fair 

Frequency: some 

Avalanche size: medium 

Wet snow

1100m
Snowpack stability: poor 

Frequency: some 

Avalanche size: small 

Watch out for wind-slabs above the tree line.
By morning, a second avalanche level is declared above the tree line in all our mountains. Wind-blown 
snow remains the main avalanche problem. Northwest winds will increase to gale force during tomorrow. 
Therefore, wind-beaten slabs will form on leeward sides under glass walls and in narrow couloirs, the 
stability of which is still being assessed. Their release is possible on steep slopes with little additional 
retraction. Small to medium sized slab avalanches are particularly threatening. Wet snow will be the 
second avalanche problem in the afternoon. At elevations below 1100, the snowpack will become soaked 
and lose its strength due to warming and rain. Especially avalanches and small avalanches from wet snow 
are threatened and all exposures will be dangerous.

Snowpack
From Tuesday to Wednesday, between 5 and 15 cm of new, mostly powdery snow fell in our mountains. 
However, this is very unevenly distributed due to very strong winds, which will increase in strength during 
Tuesday. The ridges of the mountains are blown into a hard, sometimes even grassy base. There is loose 
powder snow at higher elevations, but it is packed on top of a hard base. At lower altitudes and in the 
forest belt, the snow cover will become waterlogged due to warming with rain and will break through to the 
hard ground. The highest snowfall in the Slovak mountain ranges was in the Western Tatras and the Fatras.
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